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Lawrence’ Latin 


American Student 


Association thrives 
Formerly the Tertulias Book 
Club, the Latin American Student 
Association has expanded to or- 
ganize trips to conferences, mu- 
seum visits, and workshops. 
Find out more on page 7 


NECC pursuing an 
end to textbooks in 


some courses 
Several NECC teachers have 
partnered with the school’s text- 
book taskforce to develop a text- 
book free initiative, which might 
replace textbooks as a free source 
of course material. 
Find out more on page 9 


Scholarship 
applications now 
available online 


The 2014 NECC Scholarship 
Applications have been made 
available on the NECC website, 
at 

www.necc.mass.edu 

/scholarships 


Threat shuts 
down NECC 


All campuses closed 
as a precaution 
after tenant receives 


threatening calls 
By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 

On Tuesday, Jan. 28, one of 
NECC’s tenants, Valley Works 
Career Center, received a threat 
through phone calls. 

There were a total of two 
threatening phone calls. The calls 
were to the Valley Works Career 
Center offices in the Heritage 
Place building, which is located 
off campus on South Union Street 
in Lawrence. Students, faculty 
and staff received an NECC-Alert 
by text message, stating, “Due to 
a threat received by a tenant at 
Northern Essex C.C. the College 
is immediately closing all cam- 
puses for the rest of the day and 
evening.” 

The college also sent out 
emails, tweets, and Facebook 
posts to let everyone know about 
what was going on both campus- 
es. College officials recommend 
that all students sign up for text 


* alerts which can be done right 


from the college’s homepage. 


Ernie Greenslade, the Direc- 
tor of Public Relations, said, “the 
college would like to stress that 
the threats were not made to the 
college. They also were not made 
to any faculty, staff, or students. 
There was also no college loca- 
tions mentioned in the threat.” 

Because Valley Works has a 
site on campus, NECC’s adminis- 
tration evacuated and closed both 
campuses. 

President Lane Glenn said in 
an email, “The decision to close 
the college was a precaution- 
ary measure, we would rather 
err on the side of caution with 
these kinds of matters. Our goal 
on Tuesday was to evacuate our 
campuses as quickly as possible. 

A suspect was named quickly, 
but the investigation is ongoing, 
according to an article in the Ea- 
gle Tribune. No information on 
the suspect has been released. 
The Observer could not reach the 
Lawrence Police Department for 
comment. 

This was the first real time in- 
cident to test the college’s emer- 
gency system, and highlighted 
some elements of the procedure 
that could bear improvement. 


Continued on page 4 


5K makes return 


Photo by Michele Simon ° ff 


The NECC Campus Classic 5K and Fun Run is coming back to Northern Essex! For 
more information on the event, page four has information. Pictured is Lane Glenn 
giving a medal to a Fun Run participant. 


This is the second annual Campus Classic 5K and Fun Run. 


Northem Essex 
Community Colleae 


Photo by Matt Gingras 
With the campus closed, the NECC classrooms 


were Say, 
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With .the threat to Valley 
Works, NECC shut down on 
Jan. 28. The shut down not only 
cancelled classes in session, but 
closed Haverhill and Lawrence 
campuses for the rest of the eve- 
ning. 

It also affected other NECC 
events, even not on campus. The 
NECC basketball game was can- 
celed even though it was an away 
game in Brockton, because the 
players meet inside the Sport and 
Fitness Center before road trips. 

Many students were stranded, 
relying on public transportation 
or scheduling rides for later in the 
day. Granted, there is not much 
the school could have done dif- 
ferently in terms of a shutdown. 

The school took the “better 
safe than sorry” approach to the 
threat, which is good. With sever- 
al thousand students on campus, 
any potential attack could have 
been devastating. 

However, with NECC not be- 
ing named a target for the threat, 
it Seems excessive for a shut 
down, especially with no prior 
notice. 

The financial aid office, bur- 
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sar’s office and help desk in the 
NECC student center were shut 
down without any notice as to 
why. One Observer staffer was 
inside the bookstore and was 
forced to leave almost as their re- 
ceipt printed. The only reasoning 
was “it’s an emergency.” 

As mentioned elsewhere in 
the paper, NECC plays home to 
a Little Sprouts daycare program 
where many students leave their 
children while they-tend to class. 

Reports are that Little Sprouts 
wasn’t notified until as long as 
an hour after the shut down went 
into effect. 

Many questions were un- 
answered. It wasn’t clear that 
NECC wasn’t the target until lat- 
er, especially to students. 

Students need to be filled in. 
There was panic, with many stu- 
dents unsure if there was a threat 


or not. 

For the first time being in that 
situation, it was handled well. 
There are things, understandably, 
that the administration needs to 
work on. Hopefully, though, we 
don’t see a repeat. 
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How do you feel the school 


closure was handled? 


Fe 
“They handled it well 
overall.” 
JORGE COLLADO 
Business Transfer 


“T think 


idea.” 


JOSH NIMMO 
General Studies 


it was a good 


“T was at work, so it 


didn’t affect me.” 
Scotr Lyon 


General Studies 


4 


We welcome letters and articles from our readers. You can submit via 
email, and must include your name and phone number for verification. 
Write “Letter” or “Article to Editor” in the subject line so we notice it 
right away. 
Send your letters to observer@necc.mass.edu 
We try to publish all letters we recieve, but we reserve the right to edit 
or reject those we recieve. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advertisers Inc., the Colombia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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“| wasn’t there.” 


“The admin felt they did 
it for the right reason.” 
BRANDON FITTON 
Mech. Engineering 


“T personally thought 
people couldn’t do a lot.” 


BRANDON CARTER 
Liberal Arts 


Tim SPRINGFORD 
General Studies 
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Tips to help you get 
in shape just in time 
for spring break 


By ASHLEE Rose FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 

Haven’t you ever wondered 
which diet plans actually work? 
With the New Year already upon us, 
people everywhere are going with 
the most popular New Years resolu- 
tion in America: losing weight. 

There is a wide range of tech- 
niques people use to lose weight, 
from diet pills to healthier foods 
to weight loss organizations. 
But weight loss can be an uphill 
struggle. Just hearing the word 
diet makes me cringe! Who wants 
to give up ice cream and cheese 
doodles? Not me! 

When I plan to lose weight, I join 
Weight Watchers. What I love about 
Weight Watchers is that they don’t 
use the term dieting. Instead, they 
use the term “life change.” 

I gave Weight Watchers a try a 
few months back to see if it really 
works. I’ve seen ads on TV, and 
I’ve heard of success stories, so I 
figured it was worth a try. 

What I like about Weight Watch- 
ers is that you can choose to attend 
meetings, or you can sign up on- 
line. I chose to attend the meetings 
because I like to have support and 
support others in person. 

When you go to your first 


Annual Presidents’ Day Trivia Contest 


How well do you know your presidential assassination histo- 
ry? Take this quiz and find out. All answers must be given 
or e-mailed to Professors Andy Morse (amorse@necc.mass. 
edu) or Rich Padova (rpadova@necc.mass.edu) by Friday, 
February 28th, 2014. One winner will be drawn from those 
with all-correct answers, and will receive an edible prize. 


meeting, they weigh you and 
give you a booklet with pages to 
write down what you have eaten 
how many points each of those 
items are. How many points you 
can have a day depends on your 
height and weight. 

What’s awesome about this is 
that you can have that chocolate 
chip cookie or mimosa and not 
have to stress about it. Weight 
Watchers gives you cheat points 


Opinion = 


The good, Bad: sid the ugly about dieting 


pared foods. I’m not a big fan of 
these because I feel I wouldn’t 
have many options, and I would 
get sick of eating the same foods 
over and over again. 

Technology can also help you 
achieve your weight loss goals. 
One of the great things about 
technology is there are plenty of 
weight loss apps available for 
purchase. One of my favorite 
apps is My Fitness Pal. This app 


Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. 
The most certain way to succeed is always 


to try just one more time. 
- Thomas Edison 
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that you can use throughout the 
week. I highly recommended giv- 
ing Weight Watchers a chance. 

Another two organizations 
you may have heard of are Jenny 
Craig and Nutrisystem. I’m not 
a big fan of these organizations’ 
diet trends because purchasing 
special meal plans can be expen- 
sive. Weight Watchers is more 
reasonable because it’s a simple 
to organize your eating schedule 
and log your calories. 

However, a person who 
doesn’t like to cook would ben- 
efit from Nutrisystem and Jenny 
Craig because they send you pre- 


Good luck! 


tells you how many calories you 
should have in a day based on 
your height and weight, similar to 
Weight Watchers. 

Also, when you want to add 
a food or an exercise to your 
food diary, you can type it into 
the search engine and find the 
amount of calories that food or 
exercise will add or burn. My 
Fitness Pal is an app you want to 
download from your app store. 

When dieting, one should not 
only eat healthy foods, but exer- 
cise as well. One of my favorite 
exercises to do is squats. If you 
want to work out your glutes, 


Photos by Ashi Rose Waceats 


Esther Nieves doing an example of a wall sit / squat and a 
plank; both are efficient ways to tone muscle and burn fat. 


squats are the way to go. I try to 
do 100 a day, 50 in the morning 
and 50 at night. 

To tone my core, I do planks. 
I like to do these more than do- 
ing regular sit-ups or crunches 
because planks motivate me to 
work out more. I do five reps for 
30 seconds each. 

For biceps and triceps, take 
a dumbbell of your preferred 


Th ea ees 


weight and, holding the dumbbell 
in one hand, slowly and steady 
move your arms back and forth 
occasionally switching the dumb- 
bell from arm to arm. It may hurt 
afterwards but the results are 
worth it. 

Your health is important, and 
dieting and exercising will cer- 
tainly make 2014 a fabulous and 
productive Me 
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WHY TRANSFER TO 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


1. How many U.S. presidents have been assassinated and 
who assassinated them? 

2. On which president was the first assassination attempt 
made? 

3. Which radical group tried to assassinate President Tru- 
man at his residence? 

4. Which president was the object of two assassination at- 
tempts, both by women? 

5. President-elect Franklin Roosevelt was the object of an 
assassination attempt, but who was killed instead? 

6. The Secret Service was assigned to guard presidents after 
the assassination of which one? 

7. Assassinating a president became a federal crime after 
the assassination of which one? 

8. Joseph Kennedy, Sr., President Kennedy’s father, suf- 
fered a stroke after his son became president. He had a 
private duty nurse with an interesting name. What was it? 

9. John Wilkes Booth’s brother, Edwin, had saved a mem- 
ber of Abraham Lincoln’s family from possible death by 
pulling them out of the way of an approaching train after 
they had fallen off of the train platform. Who was this 
person? 

10.Which two presidents had mothers who were still alive 
at the time of their sons’ assassinations? 
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5k to return to NECC this spring 


Sk 2 money for 
the NECC Fund and 
the One Fund 


By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 

With the success of the Cam- 
pus Classic 5k and Fun Run last 
spring, NECC has decided to 
bring it back in May for the sec- 
ond annual Sk and Fun Run on 
May 4. 

The events encourage stu- 
dents, staff and faculty to get 
outside and exercise in a friendly 
social atmosphere, as well as to 
help benefit the NECC Annual 
Fund. 

According to Ernie 
Greenslade, the Director of Pub- 
lic Relations, the NECC Annual 
Fund provides student scholar- 
ships and academic programs. 
Last year, the race raised $5,000, 
a direct result of the President’s 
Running Club that President Lane 
Glenn started two years ago. 


President Glenn wants staff 


and faculty to be able to get out- 
side to take a break by getting 
fresh air, and he does not want 
everyone stuck inside all day 
long. In an article in the Boston 
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Globe, Glenn said, 

“IT am serious about the mes- 
sage that I hope it sends to em- 
ployees. Don’t chain yourselves 
to your desk.” 

Glenn also said, “Good cise 
cal health makes ‘you more effec- 
tive in what you do for a living, 
and makes you generally a happi- 
er and healthier person.” 

Last year, the Campus Classic 
raised money for the Boston Mar- 
athon One Fund as well as schol- 


ty, staff and students get involved 
with their families. Clare Thomp- 
son-Ostrander, the Assistant Pro- 
fessor of Developmental Writing, 
said, 

“People came out to run and 
play with their families, and there 
was a wonderful sense of family 
at the event.” 

Thompson-Ostrander is also 
getting her daughter involved. 
She and her daughter have start- 
ed training together for the run. 
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Last year some of [the proceeds] went to 


the One Fund. 


- Lindsey Mayo 
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arships for students. According 
to Lindsay Mayo, the alumni di- 
rector, 

“Last year some of it went to 
One Fund, and | think we might 
be doing that again this year, do- 
nating a portion of our proceeds 
to One Fund. That will probably 
be an annual thing we do.” 

The Fun Run is a more family 
friendly atmosphere. Many facul- 
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Thompson-Ostrander said, 

“She’s already starting to train 
with me, which is a lot of fun. I 
get to pass on my love of running 
to her. She’s actually in much bet- 
ter shape than me, so she’! most 
likely beat me on race day.” 

Last year, the Fun Run had 
38 participants, and the organiz- 
ers would like to get it higher 
for 2014. With help from Little 


Photo by Michelle Simone 


Runners at the starting line taking their mark. 


Sprouts, they hope to gain more 
participants. 

Mayo would like to see more 
students at the event taking part 
by either running or volunteering. 

Also, if students participate in 
President Glenn’s running club, 
and if they run five times with the 
club, their registrations will be 
paid for by the President’s office. 

The 5k is broken up into eight 
different categories and will hon- 
or the top two racers in each age 


group. The race is open to all. Age 
groups start at 14 and under and 
range to 60 plus, and it is open 
to all from the NECC communi- 
ty and also those outside NECC. 
Students get a discounted rate of 
$18 instead of the normal $25. 
The Fun Run cost to partici- 
pate is $10. To register, head to 
www.necec.mass.edu/ 
campus-classic 


Threat shuts down 
NECC campuses 


Continued from page 1 


Glenn said in the same email, 
“If there was a positive side to 
Tuesday’s evacuation, it is that 
is gave us an opportunity to test 
our emergency procedures. While 


Sprouts staff did not know about 
the evacuation until he went to 
pick up his son. 

According to Greenslade and 
Glenn, David Gingerella, the 
Vice President of Administra- 
tion and Finance, is convening a 


If there was a positive side to Tuesday’s evacua- 
tion, it is that it gave us an 


opportunity to test our emergency procedures. 
- Lane Glenn 
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some procedures worked well, 
we found that, not surprisingly, 
there are areas that could be im- 
proved.” 

Daniel Danner, a Journalism 
student whose son attends Lit- 
tle Sprouts, had said that Little 


This paper is your voice, too! 


group of the key people to evalu- 
ate the entire situation and make 
recommendations to make the 
process better. 

According to Greenslade, as 
part of The Federal Clery Act, all 
public colleges must report their 


crime statistics each year. The 
report shows that NECC has had 
very little crime activity in both 
Haverhill and Lawrence over the 
past three years. 

Greenslade also said, “In the 
past few years security has been 
enhanced by increasing the num- 
ber of security officers and each 
officer must take a regular safety 
training classes. There are now 
two safety patrol vehicles and im- 
proved exterior lighting. There 
have also been a few new policies 
instituted for safety, the parking 
policy and students are required 
to use their student ID to ride the 
shuttle. 

Anyone who would like to 
send constructive suggestions is 
invited to email them to David 
Gingerella at dgingerella@necc. 
edu. 


We want to see what you have to say. 


eee COO eee 
You can reach us at: 


978-556-3633 


_ observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Meet Kathleen Holmes, sociologist 


Holmes has traveled 
the world studying 
sociology and 
criminal justice 


By CuristInA HILLNER 
Staff Writer a 

Beginning her second semes- 
ter at NECC, Kathleen Holmes, 
a Sociology teacher, has traveled 
to numerous places and has had 
many life experiences before be- 
coming a teacher here. 

A native of Western Massa- 
chusetts, her journey started off 
at Northeastern University in 
Boston. 


as a cop, she had an ambition to 
work for the United Nations. 

To prepare for a life in inter- 
national relations, she spent her 
freshman year in college in Vien- 
na, Austria as a German major. 

She took her interest of work- 
ing for United Nations and want- 
ed to be clandestine officer, but 
she found out that just going to 
Northeastern as a German major 
was a path to become a spy. 

She knows parts of multiple 
languages, including German, 
Russian, French, and Spanish. 

Holmes isn’t completely flu- 
ent, but she understands key 
terms. 

“A main phrase I know is ‘how 
to be kept out of prison’ over 
there,” she said, laughing. 


eee 


I like the discussions surrounding criminal 
justice, but the field work was not for me. 
- Kathleen Holmes 


a ne 


She received Bachelor degrees 
in both Science and Criminal Jus- 
tice. She used her Criminal Jus- 
tice degree to become a police 
officer. 

Before she pursued her career 


After her ambitions of work- 
ing for the United Nations and 
becoming a spy subsided, she 
changed her ambition to becom- 
ing a police officer. 

“T did not like [being a police 


officer] at all,” she said, with a lot 
of emphasis. 

Holmes’s first criminal jus- 
tice job was as a security officer 
at Amherst College in Amherst, 


She took her interests and 
went back to school to Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts Amherst, 
where she acquired her Bachelors 
of Arts and Masters of Arts in So- 


A main phrase I know is ‘How to be kept 
out of prison’ over there.” 
- Kathleen Holmes 


on 


Mass. 

“T didn’t enjoy my time there,” 
she said, shaking her head. 

“It was basically an Ivy type 
school, so if you saw some of the 
students, if they were in trouble, 
Id get this sort of reaction, ‘Sor- 
ry I did this, let my daddy help.’” 

She soon figured out that the 
criminal justice field was not for 
her. However, she still enjoyed 
the theoretical and ethical aspects 
of it. 

“I like the discussions sur- 
rounding criminal justice, but the 
field work was not for me.” 

Holmes took her knowledge 
of criminal justice and decided to 
apply it towards the topic of ra- 
cial discrimination in crime and 
discussing and combatting gen- 
der and racial biases in society. 


ciology. 

Enjoying this a lot more, she 
took her Sociology education and 
began teaching. 

She started off at New Hamp- 
shire College, then continued on 
to multiple other schools such 
as Southern New Hampshire 
University, University of New 
Hampshire, St. Thomas Moore 
High School in Connecticut and 
Southern Carolina University. 

The final years she spent be- 
fore coming to NECC, seven to- 
tal, were at Darton University in 
Albany, Ga. 

Holmes was exposed to a 
completely different atmosphere 
in the south from her normal 
northeastern culture. 

“Hate, racism, religion, and 
hypocrisy was shown, but mainly 


in employment,” said Holmes. 

The atmosphere where she 
was in the south seemed to her to 
prey on stereotypes. 

Southerners that she interacted 
with seemed to frequently perpet- 
uate stereotypes, assuming that 
hispanic citizens were illegal, 
blacks were athletes, and whites 
were the employers, she said. 

“We are all given tools to con- 
struct ourselves. We all have a 
tool box, and we all have differ- 
ent backgrounds,” said Holmes. 

Holmes attended a protest, 
gathering, and vigil in support of 
Travon Martin. 

“At this vigil, I was the only 
white person there, and I received 
some strange looks from people 
passing by,” said Holmes. 

Holmes said she did not enjoy 
her time spent in Georgia teaching 
there because of the gender and 
racial bias assumptions she wit- 
nessed regarding what people’s 
roles should be and how people 
should go about their lives. 

As a sociology professor at 
NECC today, she will discuss 
these topics of race and gender 
steroetypes, and she will chal- 
lenge them to confront these so- 
cietal biases to increase tolerance 
on the NECC campus and wher- 
ever her former students go in the 
future. 


NECC employees honored for their service 


Three NECC 
employees receive 
recognition from 


president Glenn 
By NECC Newsroom 


Three Northern Essex Com- 
munity College employees Don- 
na Felisberto of Newton, NH, 
Bob West of Manchester, NH, 
and Andrea Bailey of Amesbury, 
recently received the NECC Em- 
ployee Recognition Award for the 
first quarter of 2014. 

The Employee Recognition 
Award recognizes the many and 
varied contributions of the col- 
lege’s nearly 700 employees. Em- 
ployees are selected each quarter 
based on recommendations from 
supervisors and co-workers. Re- 
cipients receive a $150 certificate 
to the restaurant or mall of his or 
her choice. 

Felisberto, a 27-year veteran 
of Northern Essex, is currently 
coordinator of student assess- 
ment & testing in the academic 
placement and testing center. She 
began at NECC as a technical as- 
sistant in the Department of Sport 
and Leisure Studies. She has 
worked in various departments 
including graphics, the bursar’s 
office, registration and records, 
and even served as the golf coach. 

She was nominated by col- 
league Donna Bertolino, who 
wrote “Donna has consistently 
demonstrated a strong work eth- 
ic, developing innovative ideas to 


streamline new processes for the 
department and for ease of acces- 
sibility to students. Donna’s work 
ethic is evident on a daily basis. 
She is a-learner and an achiever 
by nature. When given a proj- 
ect, she will work diligently to 
not only complete the project at 
lightning speed, but also to pro- 
duce high quality work.” 
Felisberto holds an Associate 
of Arts in Liberal Arts and an 
Associate of Science in Paralegal 
Studies from NECC, a Bachelor 


ence department... he manages 
to maintain the laboratories while 
also planning and prepping ‘for 
over 40 lab sections each week on 
both campuses. In addition Bob 
has always taken on the role of 
NECC safety officer and insures 
our chemical safety.” His nomi- 
nation was supported by Profes- 
sor Kevin Mitchell who echoed 
Yeager’s sentiments and added, 
“Bob played a significant role in 
ensuring that the renovations of 
old science labs and construction 
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Donna has consistently demonstrated a 


strong work ethic... 
- Donna Bertolino 
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of Science in Business Studies: 
Computer Information Systems 
from Southern New Hampshire 
University and a Master’s in Ed- 
ucation from Cambridge College. 

For nearly five years West has 
worked as a laboratory techni- 
cian and safety officer. He holds 
a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Health Science from Merrimack 
College. 

West was nominated by Nat- 
ural Sciences Professor Marcy 
Yeager who praised him saying, 
“Over the last few years I have 
watched Bob grow into a strong 
and confident member of the sci- 


of new science labs proceeded 
smoothly and met the needs of 
the courses being taught in the 
new labs... He accomplishes all 
of this seamlessly, and he makes 
it look easy. That alone deserves 
recognition. However, Bob does 
much more. He not only prepares 
all of the labs, he reaches out to 
full-time and DCE faculty to 
help organize and distribute lab 
schedules to minimize waste and 
costs.” 

Bailey, a two-year employee 
of NECC, works as a disability 
services specialist in the Learn- 
ing Accommodations Center and 
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NECC President Lane Glenn with employees Donna 
Felisberto, Bob West, and Andrea Bailey. 


professor in a College Success 
Seminar. She holds a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Psycholo- 
gy and Business and a Master of 
Education in Moderate Special 
Needs from Cambridge College. 
Bailey was nominated by 
co-workers in the Learning Ac- 
commodations area Susan Mar- 
tin, Deborah Regan, Sue Cun- 
ningham who lauded her saying 
“Andrea is very student cen- 
tered...She has a very positive 
attitude and friendly nature and 
extends this to her work with stu- 


dents... Her pleasant welcoming 
style puts students at ease, and 
she has excellent customer ser- 
vice skills. She is very sincere 
and offers students many strate- , 
gies and supports as it relates to 
both a student’s disability and her 
role as a contact for students here 
at NECC.” 

For additional information 
contact Mary Chatigny at mchati- 
gny(@necc.mass.edu or 978-556- 
3925. 
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Dance Club meeting 
in Haverhill Fitness 


Center is open to all 
By Erin FINN 
Correspondent 

Northern Essex Community 
College’s Dance Club provides a 
friendly and active environment 


Arts & Entertainment 


NECC Dance Club 


ple with no dance background 
who always wanted to try dance, 
to dance majors who have been 
dancing their entire lives,” in- 
structor and former student Tracy 
Di Julia said. 

“It’s really great to have those 
people come together and have 
the opportunity to perform to- 
gether.” 


It’s really great to have those people come 


together and have the opportunity to perform. 
- Tracy Di Julia 


a 


for all who are interested. - 

About thirteen students gath- 
ered for the club’s first meeting of 
the semester on January 27. The 
club is open to all Northern Essex 
students and is always looking to 
branch out. 

“We get everyone from peo- 


NECC student designs 2012 


The class of 2014's 
t-shirt has a superhero 
theme and message. 


By Marr Gincras 
Editor in Chief 

The 2014 graduation tee shirt 
was not created by the market- 
ing department. Someone who 
wasn’t paid created the idea: art 
student Angel Augusto. 

The design has a super hero 
with the words “Knowledge is 
the Power” written inside the tor- 
so of the person. 

This is the second year NECC 
has let students design the shirt, 
the first being last year. 

“We just opened it up to stu- 
dents, randomly, we just did a 
little bit of marketing around 
campus through email and stuff,” 
said Lindsey Mayo, the Director 
of Alumni Relations at Northern 
Essex. 

“We only had about five par- 
ticipants last year, and then we 
ended up just picking one.” 


In 2014, the rules were 


The club also wishes to reach 
out to the Northern Essex com- 
munity and share their enthusi- 
asm for dance. 

“It’s all about sharing the 
dances for everyone,” club advi- 
sor Michelle Deane said. 


changed, and social media now 
played a part of the process. 

“For 2014, we tried to involve 
the faculty a little bit more and do 
a little bit more marketing with 
it,” said Mayo. 

“We ended up having nine 
or 10 or 11 applicants this year. 


Professor Deane, who is also 
coordinator of the dance program, 
said that Dance Club can act as a 
“gateway” into the dance degree 
program for some students. 

The club is a non-credit class 
and gives students a taste of what 
being a dance major is like. More 
importantly, it is an opportunity 
to explore and enjoy dance itself. 

The meeting’s first order 
of business was to discuss the 
Spring Performance, of which all 
dance classes at Northern Essex 
are a part. 

This semester’s performance 
will take place at Lawrence High 
School on April 25 and 26. It will 
be the first time in the dance pro- 
gram’s history that a performance 
will be put on somewhere other 
than Northern Essex. 

The piece that Dance Club 
will perform was choreographed 
by Di Julia, who has been Dance 
Club’s choreographer for three 
years. 

Expect the piece to be fresh 


purchasing the tee shirt can con- 
tact Lindsey Mayo at Imayo@ 
nece.mass.edu. 

The shirts are $10, with the 
proceeds going to the Alumni As- 
sociation Scholarship. Hopefully, 
the shirts will also be sold in the 
bookstore. 


“Ce eee 


Knowledge is.the Power 
- Class of 2014 t-shirt message 


Tea 


Some of them were from a graph- 
ic design class,” said Mayo. 
“TThe designs] got submitted 
and we had a panel again...to nar- 
row it down to five and then put 
them on the college’s Facebook 
page. The one with the most likes 
ended up being the winner.” 
Those who are interested in 


Top Notch Players 


Students compete in 
American College 
Theater Festival 


By Fairu Grecory 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

Students who performed at 
Sunday, Jan. 26 “Evening of 
Scenes” last week in the Chester 
W. Hawrylciw Theater competed 
last week in the regionals of the 
Kennedy Center American Col- 
lege Theater Festival in hopes to 
make it to states. 

Performers will compete for 
the Irene Ryan Acting Scholar- 
ship, which will be presented to 
all of the finalists who win na- 


tionals. 

Each competitor performs two 
short scenes and one monologue 
for a total of five minutes. Ex- 
ceeding five minutes is grounds 


“People can pre-order with 
us, but we’re going to try and 
work with the bookstore this year 
to see if [they] will sell every- 
thing as part of graduation,” said 
Mayo.“Hopefully everything will 
be available for purchase at the 
bookstore.” 


Photo courtesy of Michelle Deane 


Members of NECC’s dance program get the chance to 
perform and demonstrate their talents at showcases. 


and unique, as Di Julia makes 
a point of keeping her work her 
own. 

“J try to stay away from 
watching other dance pieces over 
and-over because I want my work 
to be from me,” she said. 

Professor Deane hopes that 


Dance Club encourages students 
to explore their creativity and 
passion for dance, as well as give 
them a reason to be active. 

Dance Club meets every Mon- 
day at nodn in the Dance Studio 
in the Fitness Center. 


class t-shirt 


Photo courtesy of NECC Newsroom 


Above is the winning Class of 2014 t-shirt design created 
by NECC art student Angel Augusto 


compete in theater festival 


ing from Oscar Wilde’s “The 
Importance of Being Earnest” to 


Shakespeare’s “The Merchant of 


Venice.” 


Nominees and their scene 


The Irene Ryan Acting Scholarships provide 
recognition, honor, and financial assistance to 
outstanding student performers wishing to pursue 


further education 
- KCATCF Website 


eS ee 


for disqualification. 

The actors chose their scenes 
and monologues from a broad 
range of styles and authors, rang- 


partners are: Thera Driscoll with 
Hannah Heckman-McKenna, 
Alicia D’Olimpio with Will Mac- 
Donald, Samantha Wheatley with 


Matt Lewis, Matt Lundergan with 
Rob Mantegani, and Arthur Go- 
mez with Kiara Pichardo. 

Some students are also nomi- 
nees for the musical theater ini- 
tiative and direction initiative in 
the scholarship competition. 

“The musical theatre initiative 
is a relatively new component to 
the Kennedy Center American 
College Theatre Festival. In es- 
sence, it involves a student nom- 
inee from a musical theatre piece 
selected for her/his singing skills 
in a piece responded to by an 
‘outside professional,’” reported 
the Top Notch Player’s Facebook 
page. 

This is the 46th Kennedy Cen- 
ter Region One American Col- 


lege Theater Festival to have tak- 
en place. It took place in Hyannis, 
Mass., Jan. 28 to Feb. 1. 

Irene Ryan, founder and 
namesake of the scholarship, was 
an avid theater performef, but 
was best known for her TV role 
in “The Beverly Hillbillies” as 
Daisy “Granny“ Moses. 

“The Irene Ryan Acting 
Scholarships provide recognition, 
honor, and financial assistance to 
outstanding student performers 
wishing to pursue further educa- 
tion,” reports the KCATCF web- 
site. 

You can learn more at https:/ 
www.kennedy-center.org/educa- 
tion/actf/. 


F 
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Campus Life 


‘Latin American Student Association thrives on Lawrence campus 


Club helps students 
become involved on 


and off campus 

By KaTuryn GAGNON 
Campus Life Editor 

_ Whatstarted out as a book club 
centered around Latin-American 
Literature has grown into an as- 
sociation that is improving Latino 
students” experience at NECC by 
engaging them in the college and 


community. 

_ Originally called the Tertulias 
Book Club, members of the club 
decided to change the name to the 
Latin American Student Associa- 
tion to better fit their purpose for 
the spring semester. 

Joshua Abreu, one of the advi- 
sors of the club, says that mem- 
bers “Plan to take a more active 
role in the college,’ and work 
toward telling students at NECC 
about events that interest and in- 
i ‘ 


Financial 
NECC provides 
opportunities for 


students to pay for 


their education 
By KATHRYN GAGNON 
Campus Life Editor 

Many people seek to obtain 
the asset of a college education, 
but it doesn’t come cheap. That 
does not necessarily mean that it 
is impossible. 

One of the reasons students 
choose: NECC is because they 
can get their education at a much 
lower Cost than most’ four-year 
colleges. 

On average, a full-time student 
at NECC in Mass. spends around 
$1,800 a semester in tuition and 

With financial aid, that means 
a lot of students who otherwise 

ouldn’t are able to go to college. 
_ Financial aid sources at NECC 
include grants and scholarships, 
which are money that is award- 
ed to you, loans, which need to 


by, 


NECC to host event 
to find new mission 


Statement : 
By Emity MarspEn 


Correspondent 
NECC is looking for stu- 
dents who want to help shape the 
school’s image. 
~ NECC is hosting Pizza for 
Your Thoughts, where the admin- 
istration will be offering pizza 
in exchange for students’ input 
on what the new college mission 
statement should be. 

The event is called a mission 
slam, much like a poetry slam, in 
which students can present their 
personal mission statement for 


volve the club. 

“Over the years Tertulias has 
been one of the most active clubs 
on the Lawrence campus,” says 
Gisela Nash, another advisor for 
the club. 

This March, they plan to at- 
tend the National Dominican Stu- 
dent Conference, held at Harvard 
University in Boston. They’ve 
gone once before, last year. 
Abreu says the members plan to 
promote the event to students at 
NECC and help them register. 
Nash says the conference holds 
lectures and workshops by well 
known Dominican speakers. 

The club has also attended lec- 
tures by the White Fund Enlight- 
enment Series, which, according 
to their description on NECC’s 
website, funds lectures and pre- 
sentations that contribute to the 
“Moral and intellectual uplift of 
the inhabitants of Lawrence.” 

The group has also attended 


creative writing workshops held 
by authors such as Junot Diaz 
and poet Martin Espada, and 
participated in a Career Bridge 
Outreach program by visiting 
New Balance Corporation in 
Lawrence. As a group they have 
visited the Museum of Fine Arts 
in Boston to view the El Greco to 
Velazquez exhibit. 

Nash says that members of the 
club are also involved in Work 


-Study programs, Student Out- 


reach Squadron, and work with 
the Student Activities Office 
during events on Lawrence cam- 
pus. 

Before becoming an especial- 
ly involved club on campus and 
in the community, the club began 
as a book club in spring of 2006 
by Gisela Nash and Joselyn Mar- 
te who were both student advi- 
sors on Lawrence campus. 

As the Tertulias Book Club, 
they were mainly focused on 


reading Spanish Literature and 
talking and learning about Latino 
culture. 

She says the club “Was started 
to provide a mentoring and social 
network venue for Latino stu- 
dents in Lawrence.” 

Nash says that tertulias was 
picked for the name because it 
means “A social gathering with 
literary or artistic overtones espe- 
cially in Iberia or Latin America,” 
and can also mean “An informal 
meeting of people to talk about 
current affairs, arts, etc.” 

After a few semesters follow- 
ing the start of the club, the meet- 
ings shifted toward other topics 
of interest. Meetings began to in- 
clude guest speakers like faculty, 
staff, and members of the com- 
munity discussing things to edu- 
cate the members like computer 
security, nutrition and wellness, 
math test taking strategies, stress 
Management, science seminars, 


getting smart about credit, FBI 
careers, among other things. 

Today, the club is focused on 
involving themselves in their 
community and learning as much 
as they can. 

Upcoming events for the club 
include attending presentations 
by Raquel Capeda, award-win- 
ning author and cultural activist, 
and director Andre Robert Lee, 
held by the White Fund. The club 
also plans to meet with NECC 
administrators to “Express their 
opinions of what’s working and 
what needs improvements,” says 
Abreu. 

Other than the advisors, the 
club has student officers which 
are Emmanuel Hernandez, Jean 
Carlos Gomez, Alexis Silvestre, 
and Walter Sanchez. 

The club’s first meeting was 
on Jan. 31. They meet on Mon- 
days from noon. to | p.m. inroom 
L144 on Lawrence Campus. 


aid made accessible to struggling students 


NECC advertising its financial aid options for students 


be payed back, and work-study 
programs, which pay students to 
work part-time at the college. 

In order to get these benefits, 
NECC’s website says that the stu- 
dent “Must maintain satisfactory 
academic success, be enrolled in 
a degree or certificate program, 
and demonstrate financial need.” 

If you haven’t signed up for 
financial aid yet, NECC is urging 
you to do so in time for the next 


their time at NECC. 

The mission statement should 
be six words that describe what 
students’ believe NECC’s overall 
goal is. 

All of the contestants will be 
entered into a drawing for a $25 
gift card to the NECC bookstore. 

NECC hopes it will find it’s 
new mission statement through 
the input of the students who at- 
tend the school. 

Amy Callahan’s Public Rela- 
tions class will be helping to run 
the event. 

The days the event will be held 
in the Dimitry building on the 
Lawrnce Campus: Feb. 10 from 
noon to | p.m. in room L144 and 
Feb. 11 from noon to 1 p.m. in 


semester. 

On their website, NECC says 
that “Most students receive some 
sort of financial aid,” so even if 
you don’t think you will receive 
any aid, it’s free to sign up and 
can’t hurt to do so. 

Joshua Chapman, an art major 
at NECC, says “College is super 
expensive these days. I have had 
a couple friends drop out because 
of it.” 


room L244. 

The days the event will be 
held in the Spurk building on the 
Haverhill campus: Feb. 18 from 
noon to | p.m. and Feb. 19 from 
noon to | p.m. at Lecture Hall A. 

Students who are unable to at- 
tend any of*these dates can tweet 
their six-word mission statement 
using the hashtag #NECC6words, 
or post it to the NECC Facebook 
page to enter the drawing for the 
$25 gift card to the NECC book- 
store. 

For more information, contact 
Beth Donovan at edonovan@ 
necc.mass.edu or at (978) 556- 
3941. 


Chapman is paying for his col- 
lege experience through financial 
aid and says he couldn’t pay for it 
without the aid. 

Katherine Stone, a history ma- 
jor, says she has applied for a Pell 
grant and took out student loans 
so she could manage to pay for 
living expenses and her school- 
ing. She says she doesn’t work 
enough to live off of her pay- 
check. 


Photo by Kathryn Gagnon 


Even without financial aid, 
paying for classes is still possible. 
Andrea Gareipy says she works 
three jobs to pay for her classes. 

Whatever path you choose to 
pay for your college experience, it 
can’t hurt to sign up for financial 
aid, even if you believe you can 
pay for college without it. That 
bit of extra financial security can 
buy peace of mind, which helps 
to do your best in your classes. 


_ Free pizza and a chance to contribute to NECC 


Photo by Kathryn Gagnon 


Free pizza will be served to students who attend the event 
called Pizza for Your Thoughts. 
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Features 


A closer look into the NECC 
Haverhill campus security 


By Everson TAVERAS 
Features Editor 


NECC Haverhill 
campus security 
gives insight into its 
mission, duties and 
philosophy 


“Safety first” may not be at the 
forefront of students’ minds as 
they rush to class, or as they leave 
late at night, but it is a priority to 
campus security. 

Their presence lately has been 
increasingly evident: patrolling 
the halls, monitoring the parking 
areas, responding to potentially 
dangerous situations. Contrary to 
speculation, it is all an effort by 
the college to identify and moni- 
tor activity on campus, according 
to campus security. 

Nevertheless campus security 
is not instantaneous. They can’t 
solve or moderate every situa- 
tion at the school, although they 
try their best. Like any other or- 
ganization, their attempts are 
a reminder of what both their 
strengths and weaknesses are. To 
help out, NECC students should 
also look out for suspicious ac- 


tivity. 
Meanwhile, a fresh, 
clean-shaven security guard 


writes in room C112A, where the 
Haverhill campus security office 
is located. He is engulfed by his 
pending task, eyes transfixed to 
the computer screen; fingers vi- 
ciously striking the keyboard 

He’s new. Or appears to be 
Tie clip fastened to a dark blue 
shirt, hair neatly trimmed, these 
are the indicators of a tailored 
appearance exuding an unspoken 
professionalism. They are the tell 
of a person whose level of enthu- 
siasm parallels with their level of 
respect for the work being done, 
and their role in it. What lies on 
the surface is a prelude to what 
lies within. Then again, of course, 
appearances can deceiving. 

“We’re unlike a lot of differ- 
ent security out there,” says Mike 
Havey, the young security guard. 
“We do many things from escort- 
ing a person to their car in certain 
situations, to providing support 
and stabilizing a person until the 
proper authorities arrive.” 

Havey resumes his work, 
while students, faculty and staff 
walk past the office. An observa- 
tion of routine, a collection of still 
moments offering a glimpse into 
the thoughts and intentions of the 
student body: a student meets up 
with friends, while another tunes 
out the world and locks eyes and 
lips with their significant other; 
a teacher heads to their office, or 
their next class; hunger summons 
folks to Jitters; various simple 
and complex minds sit among 


each other near the main entrance 
of the C building, where they 
tastefully luxuriate in the cacoph- 
ony and silence found within the 
school. 

People rarely go about their 
everyday lives preoccupied about 
witnessing the recreation of that 
scary movie they saw last night, 
or whom could present them- 
selves as a threat -- because, 
when surrounded by a collective 
of trustworthy, often amiable peo- 
ple, danger inevitably becomes 
the least of concerns, especially 
with the daunting abundance of 
work occupying the space, time 
and energy of both students and 
faculty. Who’s to anticipate, or 
find any plausible reason, to fear 
in an environment where laugh- 
ter, anxiety, creative and inquis- 
itive prowess comprises most, if 
not the entire existence of an in- 
stitution? 

But violence is never impossi- 
ble. Late January of this year, the 
school was evacuated after the 
Valley Works Career Center, who 
keep an office on an NECC cam- 
pus, received a threat. Fortunate- 


GG 


Nothing is foolproof. You’re never going to be a hundred percent secure. Whatever we 
can do to make students feel safer, to feel more at ease coming on campus, that’s what 


ly, no harm came to the school or 
its students. 

“Look, nothing is foolproof,” 
says Lt. Dan Tirone, Public Safe- 
ty Operations Commander at 
NECC. “You're never going to be 
a hundred percent secure. What- 
ever we can do to make students 
feel more safer, to feel more at 
ease coming on campus, that’s 
what we’ ll do.” 

Part of this plan, or most of 
it, depending on who you ask, 
is concerned with the parking 
policy, which, according to Da- 
vid Gingerella,) NECC’s Vice 
President of Administration and 
Finance, is not intended for the 
college to profit, but rather to 
identify and monitor everyone 
who enters and leaves the cam- 
pus. Thus, security will be more 
adept in deterring or preventing 
any actions that could harm any 
of member of the community, be 
it a student, staff or faculty. 

“We're trying to monitor ev- 
erything more closer, know what 
cars are in the lots, proper identi- 
fication,” says Lt. Dan Tirone. 

“If you don’t have your sticker 
by now, you’re overdue.” He asks 
students who do not yet have a 
sticker, to go online and get one 
as soon as possible, as it will help 
towards avoiding fines and help- 


NECC Security Sgt. Wendy Belanger patrols the halls of the Haverhill campus. 


we'll do. 
- Lt. Dan Tirone 
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Photo by Everson Taveras 
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Photo by Everson Taveras 


Campus security reminds students with cars, who haven’t done so already, to register for 


a parking sticker. 
ing campus security. 

There may not be sufficient 
cameras at the college to bring 
justice to things such as petty 
larceny, destruction of proper- 
ty or physical altercations. As a 


community college, resources 
are limited in comparison to four 
year universities. But that doesn’t 
define whether a community col- 
lege can be a safe place. That’s 
for the members of the institution 


to decide, to dictate whether it’s a 
place of pessimism or optimism, 
unethical administration or car- 
ing faculty and staff. After all, it 
is their home. 
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Faculty pilot textbook-free intiative 


A new program is 
being prepared for 
Fall 2014 


By Faira Grecory 
= and Entertainment Editor 


Several members of NECC 
ulty will be piloting a text- 
k-free initiative starting in 
1, 2014. 
Training for faculty involved 
in the pilot began in early Jan- 
2014, before the start of 
spring semester, and will con- 
tinue throughout Spring 2014 in 
gular meetings. 
The faculty involved are 
hen Mathis, teaching Amer- 
ican Literature I; Mike Cross, 
| téaching Introduction to Organic 
d Biochemistry; Peter Flynn, 
hing Abnormal Psychology; 
aria Carles, teaching Human 
ealth and Nutrition; and Ethel 
huster, Michael Penta, Kristin 
w, teaching Introduction to 
Computer Sciences. 
The textbook free initiative 
/and pilot was developed by the 
xtbook taskforce, a group of 
culty who discuss and deal with 
igsues related to textbooks, to be- 
n testing the course transitions. 


In the pilots, courses will develop 
and use reusable learning objects 
(RLO), which will be stored on 
NECC’s library database. 

Two main players in securing 
the funding and launching the 
textbook-free initiative are Jody 
Carson of the Early Childhood 
Education and William Heine- 
man, the Vice President of Aca- 
demic and Student A ffairs. 

“The cost of textbooks is one 
of the most common concerns I 
hear expressed by students when 


it was important to provide them 
resources to be able to create a 
quality course using only free 
materials. Fortunately, we were 
able to find $5,000 in my budget 
to support this effort. That is not 
a huge amount of money but it is 
a start and we think it will pay off 
many times over for students as 
the faculty involved launch these 
courses next fall.” 

“We had enough money to 
fund five courses. So we’re hop- 
ing we’re going to find more 


Bees saad. te alata a ell alia as 


So we’re hoping we’re going to find 
more funding for next year. 
- Jody Carson 


—_—________5-- 


I meet with them in open forums, 
with the Student Senate, or other 
student groups. Northern Essex 
is committed to working with 
students on this issue because 
textbooks and other course mate- 
rials--such as software codes--are 
vital to the learning process,” said 
Heineman. 

“This can be a time consum- 
ing process for the instructor, so 


funding for next year,” said Car- 
son 

For now, the pilot will remain 
contained within this small group 
of teachers, but any faculty inter- 
ested in the program is welcome 
to attend the regular meetings and 
keep up to date with the evolution 
of the program. 

“As many people as are will- 
ing to get involved, we’d love to 


Back in the day 


A historical look at NECC 


First and foremost, welcome 
to the monthly “Back in the day”, 
The Observer’s newest section, 
and the first of its kind. 

Here at The Observer, we 
strive to deliver the most accurate 
and unbiased accounts of events, 
people and ideas to the NECC 

mmunity. We achieve this in a 

ber of ways that range from 

king to students, faculty and 

, to observing our surround- 
ings, how people within the com- 
munity are influenced, how they 

affected by changes in certain 

licies or the implementations 
them. We are storytellers, 
mtrayed as a window through 
which people make their own 


conclusions of whether or not 
something is true. 

It is also our responsibility, 
as a periodical publication which 
serves to inform the general pub- 
lic, to recollect past occurrences 
that directly, or indirectly, con- 
tributed to the status and identity 
of a society. 

Or institution. 

And, in addition to recog- 
nizing the origins of NECC, the 
important figures who impact- 
ed it, we will unveil surprising 
facts about past organizations 
and events, through text. Pho- 
tos that will be provided by the 
Haverhill NECC library, will also 
supplement the section. To better 


visualize what made NECC the 
institution is it today, and how it 
came to be so. 

This month’s issue addresses 
the inception of NECC, which 
began in the fall of 1961, when 
its doors opened to 186 students 
in the then-former Greenleaf El- 
ementary School on Chadwick 
Street in Bradford. The majority 
of the students were recent grad- 
uates of Haverhill High School, 
as well as high schools in sur- 
rounding towns. The college was 
popular from the start and in 1971 
the Haverhill campus was built in 
the bucolic setting off Route 110. 
The Dimitry Building in Law- 
rence opened in 1991, followed 


Transfer Information Session Dates 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


Students find that texbook prices will really pile up when 
taking an average of twelve credits a semester. 


have as part of the project,” said 
Carson. 

NECC will likely not be total- 
ly free of textbooks in the fore- 
seeable future, because some 
courses, like those associated 
with the Nursing Program, re- 
quire textbook terminology. 

“T don’t foresee that textbooks 
will ever be completely gone. I 


think that there are some cours- 
es that really need a textbook for 
a number of different reasons,” 
said Carson. 

Carson reports that potential 
aggregate savings for NECC 


students because of the the text- 
book-free pilot will equate to ap- 
proximately more than $50,000. 


Photo courtesy of Haverhill NECC Library 


NECC originated in Haverhill, where it first opened its 


doors to students in 1961. 


Wednesday, February 19, 8:00a.m.-2:00p.m. 


Wednesday, 
Wednesday, 
Wednesday, 
Wednesday, 


BAYPATH.EDU 


588 Longmeadow Street Longmeadow, MA 01106 800.782.7284 ext.1235 transfer@baypath.edu 


-8:00p.m. 


-8:00p.m. 


April 30, 5:0O0p.m.-8:00p.m. 
May 14, 5:OOp.m. 
May 28, 5:00p.m.-8:00p.m. 
June 11, 5:00p.m. 


Rey Path 


ollege 


THE NEW AMERICAN WOMEN'S COLLEGE 
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Sports Editor 
Game against 


Massasoit canceled 


The NECC game against Mas- 
sasoit Community College was 
postponed when Northern Essex 
was shut down due to the threat 
received. Although an away 
game, the basketball team meets 
at the Haverhill campus before 
leaving. The makeup date is still 
unanounced. 


Springfield topples 
NECC at home, 


Knights struggle 

Springfield Community Col- 
lege came in to NECC on Jan. 
25 and snuck out with their sec- 
ond win of the season against the 
Knights. 

STCC’s Tayquan Goodman 
scored a game high 24 points in 
the NECC loss. NECC was lead 
by Ryan Grant’s 14 points. 


NECC too strong for 
Holyoke, top 
Cougars 86-56 


NECC was too strong for 
Holyoke Community College, 
winning by them 86-56. 

Colin Collin’s 16 points led 
the way for NECC, who had three 
scorers in double figures. Javonte 
Forbes had 10 points and 8 re- 
bounds in the win. 


Track and field 
Starts up soon 


The NECC track and field pro- 
gram is starting again soon. The 
school, which is in the process of 
hiring a new coach, is excited for 
the season. 

The track and field team will 
have a meeting on Feb. 5 at 5 
p.m. and Wednesday, Feb. 12, at 
5 p.m. in the Sport and Fitness 
Center. 


Grant's scoring 
cools, but develops 


overall game 

Ryan Grant isn’t scoring at 
the pace he was early in the sea- 
son, but the freshman guard from 
Haverhill has a more polished 
game. 

Grant has slashed his turn- 
overs in half, while having more 
assists as the season moves on. 


Forbes seventh in 
NJCAA in blocked 
shots 


He’s no longer leading in the 
top five, but Javonte Forbes de- 
fense in the post is still a key for 
NECC. 

The Miami native is seventh 
in the country in blocked shots, 
averaging nearly three blocks 
per game. His season high is six, 
which he had against Holyoke. 


Lack of defense and 
communication cost 
the Knights another 


game 
By Estuer A NIEVES 


SPORTS EDITOR 

The crowd was big; family 
and friends were there supporting 
the Northern Essex Community 
College Knights and Deans Col- 
lege Bulldogs on Student Night. 

But NECC just couldn’t keep 
up with the show that Dean Col- 
lege was putting on. 

The Knights fell by 39 points 
to the Bulldogs, 115-76. 

“That was probably the most 
points Coach Stratton and I have 
let up since I’ve been here,” said 
assistant coach Joe Tardif. 

Dean College started off the 
game with back-to-back 3-point- 
ers, putting them in front 6-0 
within a couple minutes in the 
game. 

With that being done, it showed 
the Knights what the game was 
going to consist of. Dean Col- 
lege stands at 14-1 overall after 
the win at NECC. The Bulldogs 
are ranked 4th in the NJCAA Di- 
vision II, which lets them offer 
scholarships to athletes. NECC 
competes in Division III, where 
no athletic scholarships can be 
provided. 

The Bulldogs were giving 
the Knights a challenge all night 


Sports 


long; both teams played an ag- 
gressive first half of the game. 

Even though the Dean main- 
tained a lead throughout the entire 
first half of the game, the Knights 
responded back -- whether it was 
driving to the basket or Kyle 
Sangster going shooting from be- 
yond the arc. 

The game changed within 
minutes into the second half, with 
the Knights starting to look slug- 
gish. They were giving up pene- 
trating plays, missing shots, and 
allowing turnovers. 

It was evident in the second 
half that the Knights were lacking 
one main key to winning games: 
communication -- something the 
team and coaches knew they had 
to work on since the beginning of 
the season. 

The Bulldogs took control 
over the game in the last few min- 
utes of the game, where it almost 
seemed as if the Knights just 
didn’t have it in them to finish 
off the game after realizing how 
much they were trailing by. 

“We played the best team in 
the region and our team mentally 
didn’t prepare. Defensively, we 
just didn’t play as a team,” said 
coach Tardif. 

Sangster collected a _ ca- 
reer-high 20 points, along with 
5 rebounds and 4 assists. Even 
though Sangster knows its takes 
an entire team to win a game, he 
was determined to take full con- 


piga'S | NECC falls on Spirit Knight 


Photg b’ Mpc 
Ryan Grant cuts to the basket against Dean Coll e. the 
Bulldogs were too much for the Knights and won by 39. 


trol of the game and play the best 
game he could. 

“My teammates were finding 
me when I was open and I was 
running and playing defense up 
and down the floor, I was playing 
as hard as I could, I guess that’s 
all I can ask,” said Sangster. 

At this time of the season, the 
Knights need to focus more as a 
team and start adding more wins 
to their record and play more ag- 
gressive games if they want to 
make the playoffs. 

They tipped off the season 
knowing that they had to get to 


Knights are ready for the spring 


Zack Beckwith is 
eager to step 


on the mound 
By MATT GRINGRAS 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


Even with snow on the 
ground, baseball at Northern 
Essex is right around the corner. 

The baseball team at NECC 
received their preseason rank- 
ing from the NJCAA. Last year, 
after finishing eighth in the 
country, the NJCAA gave them 
a number four ranking, the top 
in Region XX1. 

“We got lot of experience 
that we’re going to bring for- 
ward this year,” said sophomore 
pitcher Zack Beckwith. “I think 
we’re a better talented team this 
year.” 

Beckwith was the ace of 
the Knights rotation last year, 
where he posted a 2.80 in the 
regular season. 

After back troubles forced 
him to miss the regional tour- 
nament, he tried to pitch in the 
World Series, but he was forced 
to an early exit after the injury 
flared up. Beckwith says the in- 
jury is behind him now. 

“My back’s fine. It’s com- 
pletely healed,” Beckwith said. 
“I played over the summer. I’ve 
been lifting and haven’t missed 
anything.” 

Another piece to coach Jeff 
Mejia’s puzzle is Dan Peters. 


know each other and learn how 
each other played. 

“This game gave us [coach- 
es] and players a very realistic 
view of where we are. Hopefully 
this humiliating loss will make 
them come out the next couple 
of games and practice harder and 
play good,” said Tardif. 

The Knights season is nearing 
an end, with the playoffs right 
around the corner. The team will 
have to look past this game and 
move on to the next. 


Batter Up! 


Peters also pitched in the World 
Series, and struck out the last 
batter he faced. After the sea- 
son, though, Peters was experi- 
encing arm pain — something he 
says is better now. 

“It’s not bad, better after 
physical therapy,” said Peters. 
“Just resting, I think, was main 
thing. So far, so good.” 

The Knights had great pitch- 
ing last year, but didn’t have 


spring break. The teams they 
will play against are a lot of 
the same teams they met in the 
World Series, giving NECC a 
test right out of the gate. 

The trip also gives the team 
a chance to escape the cold, 
something that the team is look- 
ing forward tpp. 

Peters enjoys the trip for 
Florida. Regarding last year’s 
trip, he said, 


"6. ua. = ae 


Pull quote goes here. Keep it short and 
attribute the quote. 
- A person who exists 


OS 


the largest pitching staff. That’s 
something that has been ad- 
dressed and fixed for the new 
season. 

“In regionals, we were 
short-handed, so kids like Josh 
[Cummiskey] had to pitch every 
day,” said Peters. “This year we 
have an actual pitching staff, so 
that will help a lot.” 

The Knights blew out Holy- 
oke Community College, win- 
ning 17-4, in the Region XXI 
Championship on their way 
to Texas. Unfortunately, they 
dropped their only two games 
in the World Series. 

This year, NECC will trav- 
el to Florida again to play a 
week’s worth of games during 


“I'd never been anywhere 
out of New England, so it was 
different. Hopefully this year 
we win more than a couple 
games.” 

Beckwith credited last year’s 
sophomore class with getting 
the team to Texas. 

“We have to thank the sopho- 
mores from last year that taught 
us the way,” he said. “They’ve 
been there, and they obvious- 
ly did their job because we’ve 
been there” 

Not content with losing their 
two final two games a year ago, 
the goal is clear for 2014. 

For Beckwith, it’s simple. 
“Win Texas. Win it all.” 


Coach Gillepsie is 
ready to get the 


season started 


By Esruer A NIEVES 


SPORTS EDITOR 

The spring is almost here and so 
is softball. 

New NECC softball coach Bob 
Gillepsie has decided that even 
though the winter is still among 
us, softball practice will be held on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:00 
p.m. until 4:30 p.m. Practices will 
be held in the NECC Sport and Fit- 
ness Center. 

As the season approaches, Gil- 
lepsie is trying to get the women to 
start throwing, catching, and swing- 
ing the bats as soon as he possibly 
can. With the small availability of 
the gym time frame the team has, 
Gillepsie wants to take advantage. 

Gillepsie would like the women 
to start doing some running and con- 
ditioning, so a few of the women are 
meeting up for a pre-workout at 2:00 
p.m. at the gym in the Sport and Fit- 
ness Center on practice days. 

The team is anxious and ready 
for the season to start, they have al- 
ready started discussing uniforms, 
equipment, and positions. 

“I’m very excited. I’m just as 
excited, as they are to get the bats 
swinging,” said Gillepsie. 

If anyone is interested in playing 
softball and becoming a part of the 
student athlete body, they are invited 
to see athletic director Sue MacAvoy 
in D119 on the Haverhill campus. 


er Te 


@ 


ormer Knights 
By Estuer A NIEVES 


rts Editor ; 
NECC hosted their first Bas- 
all Alumni Game: 
orthern Essex Community 
lege has never held a basket- 
alumni game ,and former 
ights were eager to change 


Jumni Nolan Murphy and 
an Middlemiss approached 
asketball head coach Stratton 
with the idea of having a Knights 
Alumni game. Their mission was 
to get in touch with as many old 
teammates as possible and re- 
unite in the NECC gym. 

They all wanted to have a 
good time and play basketball 
like back in the days. Stratton 
was more than excited. 

As the idea was proposed 
to Stratton, the numbers kept 
coming in and Stratton spoke to 
NIECC athletic director Sue Ma- 
cAvoy to see what she thought 
about the idea of NECC hosting 
their first basketball alumni game. 

“T talked to Sue, who’s been 
gfeat with my program for 13 or 
14 years; I don’t know how long 
I’ve been here. [laughs]. I asked 
ifit was ok and she was all for it,” 


NECC host th 
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gle player wanted to show off 
their basketball skills and prove 
to one another they still “had it.” 

Stratton coached one team 
and Assistant Coach Joe Tardif 
coached the other team. 

The “guest” team, which was 
coached by Tardif, was the most 
competitive; they kept shouting 
over to Stratton’s team. It went 
back and forth the entire game. 

At halftime, the coaches 
switched teams, which was clear 


Rs ar my acne 


It’s always a pleasure coaching all these guys 


and seeing how they’ve grown into young men. 
- Coach Stratton 


———— oe 


said Stratton. 

The Alumni game was held 
right after the current Knights 
played Springfield Technical 
Community College, that Satur- 
day afternoon. 

The Knights fell 66-63. 

“ Nearly four to five years ago, 
MacAvoy did something similar 
to the alumni game for Strat- 
ton. MacAvoy gathered.a good 
amount of the former Knights 
basketball players and surprised 
Stratton. 

“She’s great,” said Stratton. 

This was the first time NECC 
has held an alumni basketball 
game, where former players com- 
peted against each other. By the 


looks of it, everyone enjoyed be- 


ing back together with old team- 
mates and coaches, having a good 
time. 

“It’s always a pleasure coach- 
ing all these guys and seeing how 
they’ve grown into young men,” 
said Stratton. 

Players from back 2001 to 
2013 attended the game. Year 
of graduation, age, and height 
played no role in this game. The 
guys were there to have a great 
time with their old pals and play 
some ball like back in the day. 

The game consisted on not 
only laughs and smiles, but also 
competition. 
© It was evident that every sin- 
¥ 


that Tardif wasn’t too fond of 
considering that his team was 
maintaining a lead. 

With just one second left in the 
game, Stratton’s team was at the 
charity stripe for three point free 
throw, which if they would’ve 
made it, it would’ve given Strat- 
ton’s team the W. 

They went for 1 out of 3, and 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 
Coach Stratton coaches and pumps his team up during a 


timeout. 


from 2005 to 2007. It’s been 
nearly seven years since Knights 
captain Nolan Murphy played at 
NECC. 3 

It was his and Middlemiss’ 
mission to make this alumni 
game happen, and they can hap- 
pily say their mission has been 
accomplished. 

“We just wanted to organize 
this so that we can get to see ev- 
erybody. And make sure that ev- 
eryone stays in touch and we got 
to hangout with everybody,” said 
Murphy. 

Tardifs original team, “Guest,” 
walked off with a 110-107 win af- 
ter Stratton’s team missed a crit- 
ical three pointer that could’ve 
potentially sent the game into an- 
other overtime. 

They all shouted at one anoth- 
er in a jokingly manner. 

There were smiles and hugs at 
the end of game, from the players 


“to the coaches to the staff mem- 


ber and even to the friends and 
families that came along to show 
support. 

Middlemiss, who graduated 
from NECC in 2006, enjoyed ev- 
ery second of the game, showing 
his competitive side he kept driv- 
ing to the basket. 


Ce “They gave so much of their time and 


effort on the court, it was good for them to 
step on the court one more time.” 
- Coach Stratton 


the game headed into overtime. 

No one complained since they 
were enjoying every second of 
the game. The exhaustion showed 
in their faces, but neither team 
wanted to go down. 

For some of the players. this 
was a good work out and for oth- 
ers, not really. 

Murphy played a good amount 
of the game, but by the end he 
didn’t consider this of any type of 
workout. 

“This was absolutely not a 
good workout. I’m dying over 
here,” said Murphy as he tried 
catching his breath. 

Murphy played as a Knight 


“Tt was great to be here, see a 
lot of familiar faces; old coach- 
es, teammates. It was awesome 
to bring everyone together for a 
good time,” said Middlemiss. 

At the end of the game, Ma- 
cAvoy took it upon herself to sell 
the Knights old jerseys five dol- 
lars apiece, so that they can take 
with them a piece of NECC. 

“It was great to see them all 
here, having a good time with one 
another. I’m glad they proposed 
this idea,” said Stratton. 


Northern Essex Community College 
Statistics Leaders -- Men’s Basketball 


Ryan Grant 


Peterson Morency 


Javonte Forbes 


Ryan Grant 
Javonte Forbes 
Justin Gettman 


Alec Pacheco 


Benjamin Martinez 


Northern Essex Community College 


Points per game 


Assists per game 
Rebounds per game 


Steals per game 
Blocksper game 

Field Goal Percentage 
3-Point Percentage 


Free Throw Percentage 


Men’s Basketball Schedule 


PPD 
Feburary 8 
February 10 
February 11 
February 13 
February 15 
February 22 
February 23 


February 26 
March 1 


March 2 
March 13 
March 14 


March 15 


Knight Spotlight 


P NHTI 
Kyle Sangster had the best game of his young NECG” 
career against Dean College. The forward scored 20 points 
on 8-of-12 shooting from the floor. He also had five re- 


@ Massasoit 

@ Mass Bay 
Quinsigamond 
Vermont Tech 

@ Quinsigamond 
Lincoln 

MCCAC Semi-Final 
MCCAC Championship 


NJCAA Region XXI Playdown 
NJCAA Region XXI Semi-Final 


NJCAA Region XXIChampionship 
NJCAA Tournament 
NJCAA Tournament 


NJCA Tournament 


bounds, four assists and three steals. 


15.0 


5.8 


7.2 


24 
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